Here are some random notes from our MAY 15 GENERAL MEETING
  
Guest Speaker: Bob Czech, Township Administrator
Attendees: 22, plus guest speaker
TOPICS: 
TOWNSHIP PROPERTY REVALUATION is underway - and more than 50% complete (Oak Hill property revaluation appears to not yet be started; perhaps the next OHA newsletter can provide a rough time estimate).  Suggests the assessor be shown property attributes with  identifiable depreciation (wear & tear), and obsolescence.
Sees little change in the underlying problem of high property taxes. The public employee pension fund, in the short term, will probably be funded through sales such as the Turnpike.  But in the long term, future pensions, for township and all government employees are not negotiable and can only be changed through legislation.  Suggests we write letters to Governor and legislators to ask for new funding formula that wont cheat suburban towns  
ASIDE: in a 2005 meeting (League of Municipalities?), it was acknowledged that  tens of thousands of high income former NJ residents were lost to NJ taxes.  Reason: these former residents now domicile in a low tax state, like Florida (though the former residents still own property in NJ).
TAX COLLECTION RATE: Middletown tax collection rate is 98+%.   This high value, which means only a small amount must be set aside for uncollectables. Tax liens are advertised yearly, and have not increased in 2007
TOWNSHIP COMMUNICATION:  Middletown is increasing communication; for instance, "Middletown Matters" will be distributed every 2 months.
TREE REMOVAL ORDINANCE: Middletown is very heterogeneous- .Township committee has discussed, and found it difficult to derive a uniform measure to be applied across the entire township.    So far, the only agreement is to tie tree removal to drainage, erosion, and grading planning.
LEAF COLLECTION: Middletown is increasingly using private contractors and part timers.  Middletown is trying to live within NJ state stormwater regulations that require leaf pickup in 7 days (although this is not heavily enforced)
 

ATTENDEES: Ken & Becky Albrecht; Werner Bleickardt; John & Vivian Breen; Bill Butler; Christina, & Irene Cardwell; Glenn Cashion; Jim Cunningham; Jacqueline DiVirgilio; Clarence Lake; Steve Miller; Jack Nolan; Patrick & Delores Patten; Arleen & Robert Salerno; Larry Seip; Allision LaRosa; Don & Helen Duthie
