MEETING NOTES, OHA BOARD,: APRIL 30, 7:30PM

ATTENDEES: Vivian Breen (Pres); Laura Campbell (VP); Steve Miller (Sec); Allison LaRosa (Treas); Don Duthie, Helen Duthie, Bill Butler

Meeting convened at about 7:45PM.  Minutes were corrected to show invited speaker, at May 15 general meeting, is Mr. Robert Czech, Township Administrator.  The  Jan 8, 2007 minutes were approved as corrected.  The meeting agenda was approved.

Treasurer's Report    was approved. So far, 250 members families have paid, compared to 322 in 2006.  Allison to send out reminder letter by end of week.  Board agreed to send one more newsletter to last year’s members, who have not yet renewed this year.  Also, Steve Miller will send email reminder, this week, to send in 2007 membership fee.

Egg Hunt; Net Cost ~$300.  Observations and suggestions for use next year:  Older children preferred the bouncer.  (Dillon focused on younger children.)  Next year: purchase 1000 eggs, Vivian will stuff the eggs.  (Pre-stuffed eggs were over $1 each, and contained “junky” toys that broke quickly).  Hide and save ample eggs.  Add a newsletter notice that egg hunt starts promptly at 1PM, and is over in a few minutes. Suggestions for “Moon Bouncer”:  Separate kids by age group.  For instance, 3 and under; and possibly create other splits in the wide group of 4 and up.  Newsletter will ask for parents to help “bouncer” run smoothly with wide variety of ages.

General membership meeting on 5/15
                Agenda for gen. Meeting: Vivian to host.  intro; short business meeting; talk about future activities; (ask for volunteers for social committee)

                Guest Speaker: Mr. Czech

                Room reservation and set up: (Allison LaRosa)


   Refreshments: arranged

                Posters and Signs placed around the neighborhood:  (Vivian will install 3 signs)

                Email to go out as a reminder:    Steve Miller to send out email to “everybody” (Allison to give email list on 5/1); 

   Name tags: Helen to bring her tags- Laura to check into tags that stick better than the last general meeting.

Garage Sale on May 18th & 19th (rain or shine).   Ronnie Lander is the chair.  Helen said there are fewer participants this year.  Steve’s email will remind potential purchasers, and will ask potential sellers to contract Ronnie Lander

Block Party moved to Sept 15, noon-4 (Switched from August heat and vacations).  Rain date Sept 16. Last year: Rita supplied food, but it rained.    Need help for setup and cleanup.  Need “bouncy”.  Bill Butler to call Rita request assistance for food and “bouncy”- May move to Ferrin Ct (instead of Lyon) or Vaughn.  We will discuss Vaughn Court reuse, with Jack Nolan.  Preference will be Vaughn Court, and Lyon Court will be an alternative  

 

Cruise on July 15th.  Bill Butler is leading..  Previous years’ deposits will be used for subsidy.  Newsletter must be issued by end of June -  Perhaps offer $5 off if sign up by a deadline.  (Historically, people sign up at last moment.)  Boat holds max 34; but Bill is aiming for 30 people.. The $25 includes a $5-7 subsidy -including food supplied by OHA.  Action: each committee person will announce/push thru the clubs!

 

Halloween Parade: Allison to head.  Laura to start parade and Allison to be at other end.  Allison will contact firehouse in order to reserve a firetruck.

 

Fall General Meeting and Election: Original speaker was to be Tom Hall.  However, Tom will be “lame duck” because he will not run again for Township Committee.  Helen to ask Pam Brightbill to volunteer to speak  (Pam arranged installation of the speed sign on Pelican.)

 

Holiday Party: Laura to lead.  Laura has arranged DJ, and Bill Butler has already booked the meeting room.

 

Civic Watch: ~11 houses are being built in local areas of Middletown.  A recent town meeting featured a federal prosecutor, who spoke about following:  Street gangs are coming into our area- it is “cool” to belong to a street gang.  NJ is #3 in corruption.  It is up to voter to boot out corrupt elected officials.
 

Newcomers  Vivian to supply a new printout list to Helen Duthie.

 

SUMMER NEWSLETTER  -   (Cruise, Block Party).. Newsletter to be mailed June 15..  Articles due June 1.  Use sticker instead of staple to hold newsletter “closed”.  OHA has a permit that saves money by mailing in bulk (0.25), versus $0.39 for 1st class.

 

Member directory survey result  – Allison reported that half the responders checked OK, and half did not mark.  Vivian will discuss at the May general meeting.

 

Wine tasting Committee  (Vivian  to put on backburner – possibly to be held this fall.  It is expensive ($300 for wine expert, plus cost of wine)

 

Book Club: 16 members; 12-16 attend each meeting; will continue with  1 group

 

Garden Club.  Marie Logioco – Vivian to propose the group adopt a public plot.

 

Play Group; Laura: meets every week; every other Sunday coffee w/o kids.

 

Retired men's group; Steve Miller - meets monthly for breakfast, and has ~monthly activities.  Past and future activities to be written up in next newsletter.

 

Ladies group: Debbie Desiano. mostly Oak Hill members- but the group is open to non-OHA.

 

New Business:
 

                Don is retiring from the newsletter production  and mailing responsibility ASAP.  Allison will take over  from Don; 

 

               Don passed out a list of streets that are included in the OHA designated area.

 .

 

NEXT BOARD MEETING:  August 7 (tues), 7:30PM, at Allison’s house 
 

Meeting closed at about 9:30PM.  
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