  OHA BOARD,: August 13,  7:30PM

Unapproved draft minutes
ATTENDEES: Helen  Duthie, Don Duthie, Laura Campbell, Bill Butler, Vivian Breen, Allison LaRosa, Patrice Nybro, Steve Miller

APPROVED: April 30 minutes (Don’s earlier input was incorporated.

TREASURER’S REPORT was accepted.: .  Balance is $28,241.06.  There are 270 paid members, with one comp. Membership is down 52 members from last year..  

NEWSLETTER: Initial mailing was lost by the post office.  Allison reprinted the newsletter, and convinced the post office to send without additional charge.

Allison reported mailing 38 letters to delinquent members; five responded with payment.

FALL GENERAL MEETING, Tuesday, Oct 16, 7:30PM

· Email reminders will be sent by Steve and Allison

· Guest speaker is Pam Brightbill, Middletown committeewoman.  Pam is willing to talk about anything we request.  A possible topic is revaluation.  The next OHA newsletter should invite attendees to bring questions for Pam.

· Elections will be held for2008 board members.  Nominations for next years' officers: All existing board members agreed to run again.  Nominations will be open from the floor as usual.
· Posters  will be made and distributed by Vivian.
· Refreshments: will be provided by Helen
BLOCK PARTY (Sat, Sept 15, noon-?) 
· Patrice Nybro reported that neighbors on Dale Road would be happy to have the OHA block party (OHA presently has 4 members on Dale Road.).  Vivian will post signs briefly on weekends (typically signs are posted on bottom of Crawford; top of Bamm Hollow; and distant end of Borden.)

· Steve & Allision will send weekly email reminders (colorful, like the Cruise announcement) to all  people for whom we have email addresses. (The board briefly considered, then rejected a paper mailer). 

· The email will request an RSVP, and state $5 per person for non-members; payable upon arrival.  Patrice Nybro will get food quotes.  We will ask for volunteers for setup; Rita and Patrice to coordinate!

SUNSET CRUISE: Bill Butler reported the ship was full and everyone had a delightful cruise.  The cruise cost $1185.58   34 people attended and paid $25 each.  So, the net cost was $335.58 (this amount to be paid from OHA funds)


 HALLOWEEN PARADE will be Sat Oct 27, 1PM, Starting at Borden & Lionel.  Bill is to arrange closure of lower Borden; in addition, Bill will arrange fire trucks.  
HOLIDAY PARTY Laura discussed plans for Brunch with Santa: Sat Dec 1, 12:00, Gibbs Hall, Ft Monmouth: Last year’s DJ will again perform.
TREE ORDINANCE Don has a “how to do it” package (successful in  Fair Haven.), and is looking for somebody to take responsibility,
LAWN SIGNS  Bill talked to Middletown code enforcement.: The present Middletown ordinance has sign restrictions, but the town typically looks the other way unless complaints are heard.  A common arrangement is that vendors will reduce the homeowner’s bill if the homeowner allows a sign on the lawn.  Bill noted that a common sign is “MowMyLawn”  Bill volunteered to write a newsletter article to motivate homeowners to keep Oak Hill looking upscale
BRUSH AND LEAVES were quickly cleaned this year.  If a problem reoccurs, residents are encouraged to call code enforcement:  

OHA MEMBER DIRECTORY  Half the responders checked OK; half did not.  It was decided to do nothing for now, but ask for input each future year.
OHA BOUNDARIES  It was decided not to provide special OHA admission for new residents on Iler.  A change in by-laws would be required for admission of Denise Skelton..  Vivian will call Denise to explain the board’s decision.
COYOTES in neighborhood.  If the issue of coyotes are raised at general meeting, we will cite recommendations at NJDept Fish & Wildlife web site. These recommendations were also described at the earlier Middletown meeting with Fish & Wildlife.
 COMMITTEE REPORTS: Brief reports were given for each committee.

 NEWSLETTER

· We will advertise the block party, only if the newsletter arrives before the block party)

· Articles must be into Allison by Sept 14 

· Allison will distribute a draft by Sept 17 for review.

· Following are some of the expected articles:

· Helen: civic watch & newcomers

· Bill: cruise wrtiteup

· Laura: Holiday Party

· Allison: Halloween

· Bill: lawn signs

· Brush & leaves: run previous article

· Steve: retired men

NEXT BOARD MEETING:   7:30PM, Oct 9 (tues) at Helen Duthie’s house.

Respectfully submitted

Steve Miller, OHA Secretary
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