 

MEETING MINUTES (approved 7/23/2008)

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 OAK HILL ASSOCIATION BOARD MEETING

7:30 Duthie’s House  

ATTENDEES:  officers: Vivian Breen (Pres); Laura Campbell (VP); Steve Miller (Sec), Bill Butler; Helen Duthie, Don Duthie. 

· Approved Minutes of Jan 17  Board Meeting  (Steve Miller distributed)

· Approved agenda (Steve Miller distributed)

· Approved Treasurer’s Report (Allison emailed)  

NEW ITEMS:

· 2008 membership status (Allison) 255 paid (calculated from $6375 income);
     2007 membership: 270 paid by 8/13/2007.   By 4/30/2007, 250 members paid; subsequently mailed 38 letters to delinquent former members; 5 of these then paid

2006 membership: 322 paid

DISCUSSION: 

· To get more members, send out letter to previous members

· Create poster: did you send your OHA dues?

· Bill Butler volunteered to compare 2007 and 2008 paid members.  Bill volunteered to phone last years members who did not send in this year

· OHA website (one private; one public).  The following incorporates Steve Miller and Allison investigation

· PRIVATE (non-publicized):  OHA BOARD CORRESPONDENCE (2007 & 2008) http://mywebpages.comcast.net/stevemiller/oha
· PUBLIC OHA WEB SITE: http://home.comcast.net/~oak-hill
DISCUSSION:

· Public web site should contain newsletter + all updates/changes

· Send email to OHA members: go to website for up- to-date info.

· Still need newsletter to keep many people up-to-date

· The board moved to accept the free oak-hill site.

· Neighborhood Preservation: Bill Butler discussed.  One person volunteered by email after newsletter went out.  Then a second person questioned the need for a preservation group.  (Bill spent 15 minutes until this person  accepted the need).  Bill will mention the Neighborhood Preservation at the May general meeting.

· Newcomers: Helen reported one new family is now “comp”, and resides at 230 Red Hill, between Bam Hollow, and Dwight, 

· Request for membership by nearby residents.  Lisa Calandrino, 8 Domidion Court, requested membership.  2/15/08 email from Patrice Nybro: “I am fine with Dominion Ct being a part of OHA.  Lisa and the Calandrinos are a very nice family.”  Randy Gabrielan provided an historical input (attached to these notes).

DISCUSSION:

·   Vivian very strongly feels we have our borders and should stick to it.  We had a similar question in February.  If we add one person on Dominion Court- where do we stop?  Lisa could come as a guest to any meeting.  We should not fool with the OHA border.  Laura & Don agreed.  

· RESOLVED: Laura to ask Pattie Nybro to relay that the family is welcome to join any of our OHA activities, as a paid guest.

· Fire at 30 Lafayette Ct. (off Bunker Hill).  Laura led a discussion of how we might help.  When the Courier Paper comes out Saturday, we will see owner name.  Also, the owner is identified in tax records.  If Laura hears anything else, she will let us know.  The resident is probably not an OHA member.

· Randy Gabrielan emailed about a dog pickup problem.  

DISCUSSION: 

·  Laura reported she walks and does not see a problem.  Steve reported daily walks, and has seen problems in the past, but no present problems. Other attendees are also not aware of a problem.  

· RESOLVED:  Add newsletter article – a pleasant reminder- respect your neightbors (show a little picture of poop pickup).  Also, include a statement that improvement has been noted - everyone has  been terrific- lets keep it up!

2008 EVENT CALENDAR AND REPORTS ON RESULTS:

· EASTER EGG HUNT: Vivian reported a very successful day.  “THEY LOVE that doppy jumpy thing.”  Vivian got a complimentary note.  Vivian hid over 1000 eggs (600 last year); A neighbor on one side helped hide the eggs.  A neighbor on the other side GREATLY helped hide the eggs for the latecomers.

· SPRING GENERAL MEETING: Tuesday, May 20 2008.   

· Confirmation of speakers/topics/times Bill attended the April 21 Township Committee meeting. There was only one public question related to revaluation.  The Assessor said old houses go up; new houses go down (Houses from 1982 probably remain stable.)  Someone asked to see the budget- and was told NO.  Bill will call an attorney friend.  Vivian went to another meeting, attended by Patrick Short who had a list of 39 budget items he wanted to work.  Vivian thought it was obvious that Patrick Short and another were grandstanding.

· AGENDA WAS APPROVED;

a. Business Meeting: 15 minutes Vivian to host.  talk about future activities; 

b. Mayor Gerald Scharfenberger: 30 minutes: 10 min on archeology; 20 min Q&A on town business.

c. Neil Coleman: (10 minutes)

d. NJ Mandatory inoculations: 10 minutes.  Vivian to get speaker’s name.  The speaker expects to bring 20 young people opposed to the mandate for inoculations.  Vivian said OHA would not take a position either way.

·  Room reservation and set up ARE IN PLACE 

·  Refreshments: Helen to bring coffee + milk; Laura and Vivian to bring cookies, etc.

· Posters and Signs placed around the neighborhood:  (Vivian will make signs and give to Helen

· Laura will email her playgroup;

· Steve will email reminders every 3 days, with reference to web site for details.

· Name tags: Helen to bring her tags

· Don will have table in hall outside room.

· GARAGE SALE: planned weekend of May 16/17, 2008; Ronnie Lander is organizing.  Steve Miller to email reminders.

· BLOCK PARTY: Sat Sept 13 , 12-4PM  

· Stephanie Murray will help with the block party  

· One resident doesn’t want it next year because several attendees asked to use the bathroom.  However, rental of “Johnny on the Spot” is expensive.  

· Pattie ordered last year; there were 85-100 adults, + kids?  In previous years, there was a lot left-over.  Rita also has experience in ordering. 

· Vivian suggested to order for 80.  We should plan picnic food (not Italian food), and have people bring desserts. We should plan hotdog/hamburger/chicken burgers, salad, & corn. (Allios brought chicken breast last year.)

· We should continue last year’s arrangement, when Allison had signup sheets for dues 

· We will use our own boom-box background music (instead of DJ)

· Location (Ferrin; Lyon; Vaughn: Dale)?  Who will be responsible?  Laura does the December party.  Vivian to talk to Stephanie.  If we use Dale, then we can ask Pattie for help, but NOT ask her to be responsible.   Lyon Court: in past, Rita did not like a Sept block party because of soccer conflicts.  Ask Pattie if Dale (2007) might again be considered for this fall.  Ask Jack Nolan if the neighbors would again approve Vaughn.

· We had 5 restaurants donate.

· Caterer:  Get a price from Tallicios (Union Square); Racioppi’s Kitchen, Don has a cousin.

2008 EVENT CALENDAR (continued)
· FALL GENERAL MEETING: Tues, Oct 14, 2008 – speaker might be new Township administrator (Tony Mercantalli? or Pam Brightbill?)

· HALLOWEEN PARADE – Oct 18 2008  - start 1PM (after lunch) (Oct 25 rain date?)  

· CHRISTMAS BRUNCH WITH SANTA Sunday, Dec 6, noon-3PM?  (Bill reported that he has already booked the room)

ASSIGN SUMMER NEWSLETTER DEADLINES AND AUTHORS

  (2007 summer newsletter was to be mailed June 15..  Articles were due June 1 in 2007)

Steve Miller volunteered to create next newsletter, if Allison does not have time.

 NEWSLETTER: mail August 1.  Articles due Jul 15.  Jul 1- ask for input.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

SOCIAL COMMITTEE  Newsletter request for volunteers? Bill Butler- go thru roster name by name- ask by phone for people to be involved (personal approach is good).  Nobody wants to be in charge- but people are willing to help.  Vivian to work on wine tasting, and expects 15 couples.

.  

· NEWCOMERS:  Helen Duthie reported two newcomers. Helen needs business card to leave when no one is home

· CIVIC: Don & Helen Duthie  reported that Wallgreens is “going in”, at Value City on New Monmouth Rd, across from the bank.  

· BOOK CLUB: Karen Sabella

· GARDEN CLUB: Marie Logioco ?  No activity.  Remove from the list.

· ACTIVE RETIRED MEN Steve Miller.

· PLAYGROUP: Laura Campbell 

· WOMEN’S GROUP: Debbie DeSiano 

NEXT BOARD MEETING:  (before block party) Tues, Sept 9. Duthie’s house; 7:30PM

Next newsletter in October.  Possible timing:  In 2007, articles received by Sept 14 were in time for the Oct newsletter.

REFERENCE:

   “OAK HILL AND ENVIRONS”  Since for historical work I use the term "Oak Hill and environs", I do not focus on any given street in the surrounding area.

    However, contemplating the boundaries may give pause to recall the original c.1960 Oak Hill. It originated in the Jacob Lefferts real estate developments mapped Oak Tree Farm with a sequential series of numbers for each addition he opened. Number 1 began at the southwest corner of Middletown-Lincroft and Bamm Hollow Roads and moved south and west. I understand compatible contiguous developments were added in time (including the three street Fox Run (Wallace, Fox Hill and Tall Tree) where I now live after a third-century at Oak Tree Farm No. 1.
    Since there is a cachet to Oak Hill and the real estate industry uses it loosely, I am sure there are residents of Fair View along and off Oak Hill Road that claim to live in Oak Hill. 

   The Association has been mindful of that cachet and a standard of elegance in setting boundaries as is reflected by its expanding eligibility at the southeast corner of Bamm Hollow and Red Hill Roads after the shabby Raspberry Lady's house was replaced by pricy new ones. 

   There is no opinion on the above street here, only background and food for thought, which I hope has some nutritive value. Randy Gabrielan

April 12, 2008 email from Randall Gabrielan:

Steve: I suggest reviewing what I perceive to be a growing inclination of dog owners to permit their animals to dump and not pick-up after them. As I walker of my dog, I am getting a good view of the problem with incidents on my lawn and throughout my neighborhood travels.  Is there a municipal ordinance on picking-up? While we might think in our surrounds decency, common sense and neighborly consideration might be sufficient, apparently it is not.   On the other hand, how should one think of a society with so many members so disinclined to deal with their animals' waste that they allow them to use their own yards as toilets and then hire someone to clean-up? Randall Gabrielan
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