MEETING MINUTES 

Tue, JAN 18, 2011 OAK HILL ASSOCIATION BOARD MEETING

7:00 PM Don/Helen Duthie house, 105 Pelican Road

ATTENDEES:   Vivian Breen (Pres);  Pat Wotton (VP);  Steve Miller (Sec); Jack Nolan (Treas);  Helen Duthie, Bill Butler
…

· Approved: Minutes of Sept 21, 2010 Board Meeting 

· Approved: this agenda 

· Approved: Treasurer’s Report (2010 Members: 302 paid, plus 4 comp) 

a. Presently: $3470 checking; $22K CD $24,695 total.   Near-term expenses: 

· $700 mailing/Staples; 

· $1580 insurance(annual total to be paid by May)

2011 FINANCES.  

b. Keep membership at $25year.    

c. Reduce mailing expense: minimal paper after F
eb mass mailing 

2011 MEMORIAL:

· OHA MEMBERS: $25 in memory of Scott Bartlett and Stephen Negron, was sent to their respective preferred charities,

· OHA NON-MEMBER: (sympathy card already sent):  RICHARD R. POZNANSKI, 138 Ballantine; died Monday, Dec. 27, 2010.   

POLICE REPORTS   OHA members appreciate prompt news of Oak Hill police reports.   Pat Wotton reported that “Monmouth Journal” prints all crime for Middletown (paper is available Fridays at STOP AND SHOP.  Pat Wotton will get copies to Steve Miller and Bill Butler. 

2011 ACTIVITIES – data is entered in table (located at end of this document)
OAK HILL WEB SITE IS ACTIVE  . http://home.comcast.net:80/~oak-hill/oakhill_index.html
Ana Santos needs writeups.  The web site changes with seasons.

2011 NEWSLETTER ( Feb, 2011): no editor; few people willing to “stuff”.  Discussion of options:

1. Paper mail to ONLY the 400+ present/old members on file.  Disadvantage: Oak Hill would likely wither with time.

2. Email to 400+ present/old members on file;  paper mail to 600+ others in Oak Hill.  Disadvantage- would take about 90 minutes to must physically identify and remove the 400+ address labels.

3. Attach 44 cent 1st class stamp (saves ~$200 bulk mail permit).  Disadvantage: requires extra physical action (attaching the stamp), and cost ~$40 more

4. Reduce the membership fee, and charge folks a $5 premium for mailing them a paper newsletter.

5. Return mail envelope would NOT be mailed; Prospective members would have to use their own envelope to mail their $25 annual dues. 

2011 NEWSLETTER DECISIONS
1. Jack will renew the bulk mail permit (alternatively, Jack will determine that the present permit is still enforce

2. Jack will determine the format and text for the permit “stamp”

3. Vivian will draft the 1 page (double sided) newsletter which highlights all activities, but publishes no dates.  The returned form asks which fields the member does NOT want included in a directory published ONLY to members.

4.  The newsletter will be printed at Staples on bright colored/conspicuous paper (Pat Wotton to determine pricing and options.  

5. Volunteers will be sought, to meet 1st week in February, to fold, stuff - with membership envelope - and seal

6. Steve will prepare the “long form” newsletter.  It will contain all event details, and  be distributed via email to the 2011 OHA paying members.

NEWSLETTER CONTENTS.  (Steve to committee leaders to return writeup via email by feb 20)

1. Determine articles and authors for Feb, 2011 OHA newsletter

2. 2011 “Help Wanted”and availability:babysitting; gardening; snow shoveling

3. Storm response: Vivian – is there a Middletown emergency signup list?

4. Highlight 2010 events; include links to photos : 

5. President’s letter: Vivian Breen

6. Civic Watch:Helen Duthie 

7. Garage Sale: Ronnie Lander

8. Easter Egg Hunt, and Wine Tasting: Vivian

9. Various neighborhood concerns (Bill Butler?)

10. APATHY (including not joining OHA) (Bill Butler)

11. Halloween Parade: 

12. Book club: Vivian – still filled to capacity?

13. Playgroup??: Shabana Rizzi?

14. Women’s group?

15. Neil Coleman article on taxes?

16. Local History: Randy Gabrielan

17. Active Men: Steve Miller

18. Middletown Open Government: Bill Butler was given permission to include a non-partisan  writeup which provides links to further information

REASON FOR OHA EXISTENCE. discussed whether we want to keep OHA in existence.  Unanimous consensus: want to keep OHA.   PURPOSES: social (know your neighbors) and civic (snowplowing; leaves).    

MONITOR FOR BOARD OF ED MEETINGS.  New volunteer needed.  No Bd of Ed meeting notes were received from previous volunteer..

. 

Publish OHA Directory (Vivian requests that business NOT be published  - approx 5 or 6 requested publication in 2010) John and Jean Closs on Kingfisher desire to be members, 
OTHER NEW BUSINESS

· Decided to focus 2011 on refreshening or the regreening of Oak Hill.  Speakers will talk about sprucing up house exterior and landscaping.  We will feature “best of Oak Hill” .We have in mind (for possible last gasp publication) the 2 or 3 (relatively) dilapidated houses that would be highlighted as the “worst of Oak Hill”

· We compared ourselves to the most active homeowners organization, “Lincroft Village Green” , which reportedly has 900 active members.

NEXT BOARD MEETING: April 12,  7PM.  at  Duthies 

ACTIVITIES in 2009, 2010, and 2011
	ACTIVITY
	2009 Time/Date/Loc 
	2010
 Time/date/loc 
	2011
Time/Date/Loc

	Winter newsletter* 
(10 pages)  
(see note, below)
	(8 pages).  Articles due 1/18, 2009.  Mailed ~2/1/2009
	 
	1 page mailing: 1st week Feb
Long form newsletter: via email to 2011 OHA members

	Winter Family Night (dinner)
	
	Feb26, 6PM Raciopi’s Kitchen,  (was this cancelled?)
	To be planned

	Easter Egg Hunt
	1PM, Saturday, April 4, 2009 (rain date 1PM, Sun, April 5)
	Sat March 27 1-4PM (rain date Mar28) at Breen’s  35 kids (conflicted with easter at cultural center, same day)  $600 total cost
	Pat Wotton’s house  April 9 (rain date april 10).  (Easter is april 24).  Oak Hill School and Nutswamp breaks begin April 18; 

	Spring Fling
	
	
	Date TBD

	Summer boat ride
	
	
	Date TBD

	Family Dinner for kids
	
	
	Date TBD.  Same place as “Spring Fling”

	Spring General Meeting
	7:30PM, May 19, Middletown Library
	Tues, May 25 Middletown Methodist Church  Gerald  Scharfenberger and Bernie Dickman (master gardner)
	MAY 17, 7:30PM Landscaping/house designer:.  Come and find out how to freshen your oak hill home.  Steve to talk to Molzons?  Tony Fiore (mayor) – Helen to contact.  

	Garage Sale  
	Fri May 15 and Sat, May 16, 2009 9AM-3PM
	Fri & Sat May 21&22; 9-3PM
	May 20 (fri) and 21 (sat)

	Summer newsletter 
(10 pages)
	
	
	TBD

	Block Party
	 
	Sat, June 12 5PM (cancelled)
	

	Summer Evening 
	Sunset on Hook (37 people good turnout)
	Sunset on Hook: Tues, June 22 (cancelled?)
	Sunset on Hook.  June 21 - celebrate summer solstice!  longest day of year.

	Wine & meet neighbors party
	Nov 8, 2009, Racioippi’s Kitchen
	Orig Oct3; WINE AND DINE WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS – Sun, Nov 14 6:30-9PM  Tuscanela restaurant
	TBD

	Fall, 2008 newsletter 
(2 pages)
	(4 pages) to be delivered Oct 1 Articles due Sept 17. 
	ArticlesDue:: 
PDF-emailed:
Paper copy mailed:
	TBD

	Fall General Meeting & Officer Election
	Oct 13, Tues, 2009 United Methodist Church
	Tues, Oct 26 7:30PM; United Methodist Church.  Tony Mercandante and Neil Coleman
	Tues, oct 25, 7:30PM  

	Halloween Parade
	1PM, Sat Oct 24 (conflict with Middletown “Great Race”.  Postponed to rain date: 1PM Sun, Oct 25
	Sat, Oct 23 (rain date 10/24); 1PM
	Sat oct 22; rain date Sunday, Oct 23   (Halloween is Mon 10/31).  Helen to  check conflict with great race or other town activities. 

	Brunch with Santa
	Cancelled?
	Not held
	Not be be held?
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