ATTACHMENT 1

MAY 10 ISSUES   v4.2 ; 5/7/2016 (~40 written comments)
1. CHILD TRAFFIC SAFETY

2. OAK HILL ROAD CONDITIONS

3. STREAM EROSION

4. NORMANDY ROAD CROSSING

5. NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES- BRUSH COLLECTION

*CHILD TRAFFIC SAFETY ISSUE: CRAWFORD AND MID'LTOWN-LINCROFT RD
15 written complaints by Oak Hill Families

Joanne Irwin 12 Oriole Rd  There is a traffic safety problem each school day between 2 and 4 PM on Crawford Rd at the intersection with Middletown-Lincroft Rd. 
Parents are parked on BOTH sides of this narrow entry, awaiting their children coming down the hill. Unfortunately, cars are also speeding down the hill and trying to get into Crawford without hitting a car, a car door, or a child crossing mid-block to a parent's car. 
I propose a new sign on the North side for 400 feet: 

NO PARKING. 
2-4 PM. 
MONDAY-FRIDAY. 

This should open the road and keep kids on the "school side". No more congestion. No more kids running across. 
The crossing guard does a great job. This sign could help. 
Please add your voice to mine and tell the Mayor, and anyone who will listen, of our need for safety. 
Thank you. 

Shared with Oak Hill + 7 nearby neighborhoods in Crime & Safety

Kara Donnellan, Heron Rd., Helen Duthie, 105 Pellican Rd and Christopher Nickel, 25 Oriole Rd. thanked Joanne 

Elizabeth Dunphy, 33 Crane Court I propose that people don't speed down Crawford; [rather, they should] take an alternate route between 2 and 4 if they find it is an issue. Children don't get bused in this neighborhood and there is a need for parents to pick up their children. Unfortunately the school's parking lot is far more unsafe for children to meet their parents due to the extreme volume there.

Kathleen Kenny, 97 Kingfisher Dr.  I agree with Joanne...if the parents would park on only one side of the street that would allow traffic to flow smoothly and children to walk on the sidewalk to their car rather than having to dart across the street..This has been an ongoing problem for many years and Joanne's proposal seems realistic and reasonable.

 Kara Donnellan, Heron Rd. I agree, I think it would be much safer if cars only parked on the one side. Great idea. Thanks for organizing. It's an easy way to make things safer for the kids. I know of at least 2 kids that have almost been hit.

Betty Pietruszka, 98 Pelican Rd I totally agree - very dangerous.

Theresa Marino, 2 Wren Ct. Cars will then park on both sides farther up Bluejay and more will be making u- turns there which puts the kids walking there, without a sidewalk, at risk. Been walking/driving for 10 years and the Bluejay/Crawford intersection is the most worrisome part of our trip.

Joanne Wheeler , 10 Mallard Rd. I agree that the parking on Crawford Rd on both sides of the street is dangerous. The answer may just be to restrict parking on one side of the street as Kathleen states for certain hours on school days. However. i would like to take this one step further. Why is it that children who live on the other side of the government tracks on Nutswamp road must be bused to school, as it is considered "dangerous" to cross those tracks (mind you, I rarely see a train come thru, and there are sidewalks and a crossing guard), yet the children of Oak Hill must walk or be driven to school? Haven't we all seen the significantly more dangerous streets in Oak Hill , full of branches for weeks on end, without sidewalks on many streets for these children to walk on? Isn't that dangerous, walking in the street? Or in the fall, the leaves that sometimes extend way past curbside into the streets and block our view of little kids? Not all parents are fortunate enough to be stay-at-home moms or dads, or to be able to provide transportation to their children every day. And I know for a fact, homes sales in Oak Hill are being affected as many working parents will not look at a home where busing is not provided. The safety of our children should be the top priority. Many years ago, there was busing provided for the children of Oak Hill. I believe up until 3rd grade.My daughter took the bus in kindergarten, and then it was suddenly stopped. So it is possible. And my taxes were a lot less then. Just because it has been like this for years, doesn't mean it [is] right. The distance to school should not matter, your children's lives should. I would be willing to help in any way I can. 

Kathleen Kenny, 97 Kingfisher Dr. I would suggest that as many concerned parents as possible attend the Oak Hill meeting, (which Steve has alluded to above), and make their concerns known to the Mayor. That is the perfect venue to show solidarity. Discussing it on this site is a good start but your attendance at the meeting is the most important factor.

Cheryl Sikora, 150 Borden Rd. I agree -- This has been a problem for as long as I can remember, starting with the crossing guard who parks exactly at the end of the street making it almost impossible to negotiate a turn onto Middletown-Lincroft Rd. I have found myself many times in a dangerous situation with a car trying to turn from M-L onto Crawford as I am on Crawford between 2 parked cars. Maybe the parents could stick to one side of the street and get out of the car to meet the little ones at the corner. It would be difficult to regulate the speed and alternate route suggestion, I think. 

Christopher Nickel, 25 Oriole Rd  I agree. Something needs to be done with the parking there when parents pick up their kids. Should have no parking on side heading toward Middletown Lincroft road. This should lower the amount of u turns on Crawford. Can they park at the Park across the street? and the guard parking her car right there is not helpful.
Jackie DiVirgilio, 84 Crawford Rd., I have told the Mayors office and it falls on deaf ears. I totally agree we need to join together. Get the Oak Hill Association involved. 

 

 HYPERLINK "https://oakhillnj.nextdoor.com/profile/4576704"
Christina Gisondi, 34 Fish Hawk Dr.  Please don't forget that the ice cream truck will soon be there every day making it even more dangerous. He still parks there, doesn't he? It's been a while for me so I'm not sure.

Kathleen Kenny, Oak Hill   I would suggest that as many concerned parents as possible attend the Oak Hill meeting, which Steve has alluded to above, and make their concerns known to the Mayor. That is the perfect venue to show solidarity. Discussing it on this site is a good start but your attendance at the meeting is the most important factor.
OAK HILL ROAD CONDITIONS (esp Bamm Hollow Rd)
(11 written complaints by Oak Hill Families)
Phil Coticelli, 41 Bunker Hill.  I appreciate anything you can do to hold the mayor's feet to the fire on this. It is a constant topic of conversation at Little League, that stretches across many neighborhoods in Oak Hill that use Bamm Hollow to commute to North Jersey/NYC.  I drive it every day and it's treacherous. If there is indeed budget lined up for this, I hope we can work together to keep the Mayor on task. 
Terri Vilardi, 35 Bamm Hollow Rd, 3/23: Soooooo many Rds have to be replaced in Middletown.

Typical answer: "It's on the list"
Derek and Lisa, 50 Heron Rd, 3/24:  that's the same two questions I would have asked (Road conditions; Military road light)- I guess the mayor doesn't get out much
Philip Coticelli, 41 Bunker Hill, 3/24:  I submitted a query on repaving Bamm Hollow to through the Township Public Works site and this was the response I received. I would encourage you to submit your own inquires to Steve via the web contact form (http://middletownnj.org/FormCenter/Conta... Select "Public Works - Roads" from the drop-down) or directly by email to flag this. It sounds like nothing will happen unless we push to keep it on the agenda. Phil

On Thu, Mar 24, 2016 at 6:53 AM, Hallgring, Steve <shallgri@middletownnj.org> wrote:

"Good morning Phil, Bamm Hollow Rd has been submitted on the DPW list of proposed Capital Improvements for 2016. We expect at least the worst sections of this road to be addressed this year. Meanwhile we will continue to monitor the conditions there and fill pot holes as they appear." Regards,  Steve Hallgring CPWM, Superintendent of Roads, Township of Middletown DPW, 52 Kanes Lane, Middletown, NJ 07748 shallgri@middletownnj.org  Phone 732 – 615 – 2109
3/23/2016: (oakhillnj.nextdoor.com) “Roads Crumbling Taxes keep Going Up”
Donna Smith, Green Meadow Blvd.:  Four Winds and Green Meadow are sinking and crumbling stones are thrown onto the sidewalk from cars driving by. Our taxes go up every year and roads are not considered. How about a TAX REVOLT hire an attorney pay our taxes into a trust account and don't release the funds to the township until they REPAVE not repair the roads!! Our complaints fall on deaf ears but money talks!!
5/7 Don Faistl, 107 Four Winds Dr 732-829-4022 (cell)  Please add paving of Four Winds Drive to the list.  My wife, Susan, and I plan on being at the meeting Tuesday night.

3/23/2016 Warren Brennessel, 27 Vaughn Dr:  I'm on board. Trees grow out of the cracks in front of my home. I have to use gallons of weed killer every year. Neighborhood looks terrible and it detracts from our home values. I'm an original home owner and and I think the entire development should be repaved. Look at the streets in Brash Farms. Older development and the streets look great.

3/22 Robbie Cohen, 49 Sutton Place: I attended the Community Forum Tuesday night at Poricy Park and asked the Public Works representative there whether Bamm Hollow would be  repaved. He said it is not on the spring projects list. Another township official said it would definitely be repaved this year. So much for clarity.

> On Tue, Mar 8, 2016 at 2:47 PM, Phil Coticelli <phil.coticelli@gmail.com>>> It sounds like this has been flagged and it's just a matter of time (I hope!). There are seven or eight significant and unavoidable patches of pot holes along Bamm Hollow Road between the bridge that was repaired and Bunker Hill Drive.

4/26 Phil Coticelli, 41 Bunker Hill Dr.– Bamm Hollow repaving:  Steve, On questions for the May 10 meeting, forgive me for asking again to please make sure to specifically ask about repairing Bamm Hollow.

From the notes below, which you were kind enough to share, the Mayor took notes at the last meeting on this question specifically and promised to get back to you by the May 10 meeting.

And in the 2015 minutes, it says on the issue, "Bamm Hollow Road - $163K approved for redesign from Middletown Lincroft Rd to Red Hill Rd".   


If there is anything I can do personally to help bring this up or make sure the Mayor addresses it, just say the word.  Thank you very much for your help!  Phil

On Wed, Mar 23, 2016 at 3:32 PM, Steve Miller, 151 Borden Rd <stevemiller@comcast.net> wrote:
At last night’s Oak Hill “Neighborhood Spotlight”, I discussed multiple topics with several officials:


> 1.  Victor Wymbs  (Middletown Public Works) .  He took notes.  He will have DPW review Bamm Hollow status, and ensure that we have further info before, or at the time that Mayor Scharfenberber meets with OHCA on May 10, 7:30PM
> 2.  Maureen  (Mayor’s Assistant).  I gave her an annotated copy of the May 5, 2015 issues and minutes, and the beginning of the May 10, 2016 OHCA issues (including Bamm Hollow Rd conditions)
> 3.  Mayor Scharfenberger.   He appreciated I gave the above Oak Hill issues to his assistant, so he will be prepared for his May 10 meeting with Oak Hill residents.
> 4. Cindy Herrschaft (Public Information) about Middletown’s process in communicating news.  She gave me advice on signing up for various Middletown news streams.
**********************************************************************
Phil Coticelli, 41 Bunker Hill Dr.  (summary): In the 2015 meeting minutes, it was documented that "$163,000 was approved for redesign from Middletown Lincroft Rd to Red Hill Rd" -- as it is a major thoroughfare that connects traffic from NorthEast Middletown to the GSP entrance through Oak Hill. The road conditions on Bamm Hollow have deteriorated dramatically over the winter and pose a hazard to drivers. Could you please let us know when the budgeted repairs will be made?
*BAMM HOLLOW ROAD: Safety concerns about speeding and confusing signs with varying speed limits. 
(written complaint by 1 Oak Hill Family -related to 6 previous  Bamm Hollow complaints)
4/24 Mrs Vitt, 150 Bamm Hollow Rd: Hi.  Unfortunately my husband and I won't be able to attend the May 10th Q&A with the mayor and township officials, however I did want to bring up a safety concern regarding speeding and the speed limit signage posted within the first half mile of Bamm Hollow Rd. 


When you turn onto Bamm Hollow Rd from Red Hill Rd the first three blocks each have varying speed limit signs starting from 40mph posted on the first block, 20mph posted on the second block and 35mph on the third block.  This all leads up to the curve at Bamm Hollow and Stork Court.  We live at 150 Bamm Hollow Rd, which is on that curve.  I feel like this signage issue should be corrected as it adds to drivers confusion as to the correct speed limit. 


There is a definite issue with excessive speeds on Bamm Hollow.  This is dangerous in general, but especially so with the ever increasing deer population in the area and the number of blind driveways and streets on this hilly road.   


Thank you in advance for your attention to this issue.  

STREAM EROSION 
(3+ families – following are two specific complaints)
Dave and Suzanne Dawson, 25 Mallard Rd (off Bamm Hollow).  We have lived here since 1991. What was a gentle stream where  my children use to play is now a ravaged ravine some 6-7 feet deep and 8-10 feet wide across along the back of my property which contained a very narrow easement.   According to long time Middletown residents,  an inordinate amount of water is being introduced from the hilly area east of Bamm Hollow where there used to be a pond before new building took over.   Pipeline under Bamm Hollow? It also backs on other properties along Mallard. 


I broached  the problem to Middletown people some years ago and most recently on March 22 at a Middletown  listening session at Poricy Park.  I gave a letter  and  photos to the town Administrator who promised to get back to me. 
Even though I have called his office three times since, no reply was forthcoming. This seems to be the modus operandi of the Town.
Can the Mayor  help?   Thanks.  

(My wife and I are traveling on May 10 and unfortunately cannot attend the meeting)
Ronnie Joy & Herb Lander, 1 Crawford Rd. The question of erosion on the banks of the Poricy Brook in the area of Crawford Rd. Borden Road &  Pelican Rd. Pelican is sinking and the macadam is cracked and crumbling in the area of the storm drains and has had sink holes in that area in the past.  

Nothing has been done on any of these streets, or the banks of the brook which continually erode after every heavy rain. 
Will there be any work done in the future?    Ronnie Joy
*NORMANDY ROAD CROSSING 
(multiple families – following are two)
On 3/22, Robbie Cohen, 49 Sutton Place. “I also asked the Mayor about the traffic light timings and apparent lack of traffic sensing at the Oak Hill Road crossing at Normandy Road. My concern is that I'm often stopped there for the full 30+ seconds when there is no traffic on Normandy Road, and at other (far less frequent) times am given the green light when cars are approaching and/or waiting on Normandy Road. He knew nothing about it, and asked the police official present to look into it”.
Steve Miller, 151 Borden Rd.  The Oak Hill crossing at Normandy Rd has caused traffic delays a high percentage of times I have crossed the naval tracks and road, for many years.  Extremely frustrating has been the lights misbehaving during rain and snow  (the lights block Oak Hill Rd for what seems like many minutes; residents have to wait for non-appearing Normandy Rd vehicles) .  This issue has been raised several  times by many people  at  previous years' Oak Hill meetings.  The consensus is that Oak Hill should write to the Commander of Naval Weapons Station Earle (which we – collectively – have not yet done).  Recently I noticed the crossing has a posted blue/white sign with what appear to be a base telephone number for non-emergency problems.  Perhaps Middletown has some clout; if so, please let Oak Hill know. Lacking that,  I suggest Oak Hill  both phone and write directly to the base.   (Steve Miller, OHCA Secretary, 5/4/2016)
Phil Coticelli, 41 Bunker Hill. Normandy road traffic light wait times. At the last [OHCA Board} meeting... someone mentioned that there are non-emergency numbers that might be suitable for calling to request smarter lights. I've copied the information on the sign at the intersection with Oak Hill road, which is the one I take to get to 35. 

· Intersection ID: 969336B Oak Hill
Phone Number: 732 866 2911
Each intersection has a unique ID number and name for the road. The phone number is the same. It's on my list to call...I'll get there at some point!
NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES - BRUSH COLLECTION 
(8 written complaints by Oak Hill families)
Lee Brewer, 78 Crawford Rd., 3/21/2016 As residents we have had another a reduction of services which is really a silent tax increase -  reducing our collection of brush and leaves to a single collection per year. Our Middletown leaders always excuse themselves for any service with how many miles of road they cover. I think they claim 350 miles of highway. But they have so many more residences paying taxes, plus so many more businesses paying taxes than does Holmdel. Holmdel has 1/3rd the road (100 miles) much few homes and businesses for taxes. Yet they have 3 pickups per year of leaves and 3 pickups/year of brush. This is a symptom of poor township administration? 

Oak Hill is a treed community by design. I have 51 trees on my property with trunks over 1 ft in diameter, and 12 trees more than 100 ft high. This means I have to manage the "twig/limb" drop and leaf hauling at my expense since obviously 1 time per year is totally inadequate. 

Kathleen Kenny, 97 Kingfisher Dr 
I would like to add my voice to Lee Brewer's comment that one brush and one leaf pickup a year is not sufficient for an area like Oak Hill. Years ago, the was a spring leaf and brush pickup and a fall leaf and brush pickup...and that was barely sufficient. Our taxes go up and the services go down...makes no sense. Also, Oak Hill children have no bus service which is shameful and creates chaos on our roads during drop-off and pick-up time. Seems there are inefficiencies that should be corrected... We do deserve better service. The more people who actually attend the meeting, the stronger our case will be. "In unity there is strength"........

Matthew Rawlick, 217 Kingfisher Dr 
Just to piggy back on the comments above, I agree 100%! The local roads are in deplorable conditions as well - nothing ever seems to change and I have voiced my disappointment over town services. - Matt
Elizabeth Nugent, 96 Heron Rd , Dabney Moncher, 17 Laird Rd, and Nicole Ridberg, 10 Harmyk Ct thanked Kathleen 
Rebecca Iacobellis, 27 Howland Rd.  I agree as well. Is this something that can be discussed at the meeting next week?
Steven Lewis, 18 Tatum Dr.,  Middletown could be one of the larger towns in the country with entirely at-large selectperson elections. Why? Basically it is never a good idea to have one party control of a municipality.

******************
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